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Urbanization/2nd Industrial Revolution/Socialism--Ch 15
	Key Concept 3.1
The Industrial Revolution spread from Great Britain to the continent, where the state played a greater role in promoting industry.

	III. During the Second Industrial Revolution (c. 1870–1914), more areas of Europe experienced industrial activity, and industrial processes increased in scale and complexity.
	INT-4 Explain how scientific and intellectual advances — resulting in more effective navigational, cartographic, and military technology — facilitated European interaction with other parts of the world.

INT-6 Assess the role of overseas trade, labor, and technology in making Europe part of a global economic network and in encouraging the development of new economic theories and state policies.

PP-1 Explain how and why wealth generated from new trading, financial, and manufacturing practices and institutions created a market and then a consumer economy.

PP-3 Explain how geographic, economic, social, and political factors affected the pace, nature, and timing of industrialization in western and eastern Europe.

PP-4 Explain how the development of new technologies and industries — as well as new means of communication, marketing, and transportation — contributed to expansion of consumerism and increased standards of living and quality of life in the 19th and 20th centuries.

PP-7 Explain how environmental conditions, the Agricultural Revolution, and industrialization contributed to demographic

changes, the organization of manufacturing, and alterations in the family economy.

SP-5 Assess the role of colonization, the Industrial

Revolution, total warfare, and economic depressions in altering the government’s relationship to the economy, both in overseeing economic activity and in addressing its social impact.

SP-10 Trace the ways in which new technologies, from the printing press to the Internet, have shaped the development of civil society and enhanced the role of public opinion.

IS-3 Evaluate the role of technology, from the printing press to modern transportation and telecommunications, in forming and transforming society.

	A. Mechanization and the factory system became the predominant modes of production by 1914.
	
	

	B. New technologies and means of communication and transportation —including railroads — resulted in more fully integrated national economies, a higher level of urbanization, and a truly global economic network.
	new technologies such as

the following:

• Bessemer process

• Mass production

• Electricity

• Chemicals

developments in communication and transportation such as the following:

• Telegraph

• Steamship

• Streetcars or trolley cars

• Telephones

• Internal combustion engine

• Airplane

• Radio
	

	C. Volatile business cycles in the last quarter of the 19th century led corporations and governments to try to manage the market through monopolies, banking practices, and tariffs.
	
	

	Key Concept 3.2 

The experiences of everyday life were shaped by industrialization, depending on the level of 

industrial development in a particular location.

	I. Industrialization promoted the development of new classes in the industrial regions of Europe. 
	PP-6 Analyze how expanding commerce and industrialization from the 16th through the 19th centuries led to the growth of cities and changes in the social structure,

most notably a shift from a landed to a commercial elite.

IS-2 Explain how the growth of commerce and changes in manufacturing challenged the dominance of corporate groups and traditional estates.

IS-5 Explain why and how class emerged as a basis for identity and led to conflict in the 19th and 20th centuries.

IS-7 Evaluate how identities such as ethnicity, race, and class have defined the individual in relationship to society.

	A. In industrialized areas of Europe (i.e., western and northern Europe), socioeconomic changes created divisions of labor that led to the development of self-conscious classes, such as the proletariat and the bourgeoisie.
	
	

	B. In some of the less industrialized areas of Europe, the dominance of agricultural elites persisted into the 20th century.
	
	

	C. Class identity developed and was reinforced through participation in philanthropic, political, and social associations among the middle classes, and in mutual aid societies and trade unions among the working classes.
	
	

	II. Europe experienced rapid population growth and urbanization, leading to social dislocations. 
	PP-6 Analyze how expanding commerce and industrialization from the 16th through the 19th centuries led to the growth of cities and changes in the social structure, most notably a shift from a landed to a commercial elite.

PP-7 Explain how environmental conditions, the Agricultural Revolution, and industrialization contributed to demographic changes, the organization of manufacturing, and alterations in the family economy.

PP-13 Analyze how cities and states have attempted to address the problems brought about by economic modernization, such as poverty and famine, through regulating morals, policing marginal populations, and improving public health.

	A. Along with better harvests caused in part by the commercialization of agriculture, industrialization promoted population growth, longer life expectancy, and lowered infant mortality.
	
	

	B. With migration from rural to urban areas in industrialized regions, cities experienced overcrowding, while affected rural areas suffered declines in available labor as well as weakened communities.
	
	

	III. Over time, the Industrial Revolution altered the family structure and relations for bourgeois and working-class families. 
	PP-7 Explain how environmental conditions, the Agricultural Revolution, and industrialization contributed to demographic changes, the organization of manufacturing, and alterations in the family economy.

PP-15 Analyze efforts of government and nongovernmental reform movements to respond to poverty and other social problems in the 19th and 20th centuries.

OS-4 Explain how a worldview based on science and reason challenged and preserved social order and roles, especially the roles of women.

OS-8 Explain the emergence, spread, and questioning of scientific, technological, and positivist approaches to addressing social problems.

IS-4 Analyze how and why the nature and role of the family has changed over time.

IS-5 Explain why and how class emerged as a basis for identity and led to conflict in the 19th and 20th centuries.

IS-6 Evaluate the causes and consequences of persistent tensions between women’s role and status in the private versus the public sphere.

IS-7 Evaluate how identities such as ethnicity, race, and class have defined the individual in relationship to society.

IS-9 Assess the extent to which women participated in and benefited from the shifting values of European society from

the 15th century onwards.

	A. Bourgeois families became focused on the nuclear family and the “cult of domesticity,” with distinct gender roles for men and women.
	
	

	B. By the end of the century, wages and the quality of life for the working class improved because of laws restricting the labor of children and women, social welfare programs, improved diet, and the use of birth control.
	• Factory Act of 1833

• Mines Act of 1842

• Ten Hours Act of 1847
	

	C. Economic motivations for marriage, while still important for all classes, diminished as the middle-class notion of companionate marriage began to be adopted by the working classes.
	
	

	D. Leisure time centered increasingly on the family or small groups, concurrent with the development of activities and spaces to use that time.
	• Parks

• Sports clubs and arenas

• Beaches

• Department stores

• Museums

• Theaters

• Opera houses
	

	IV. A heightened consumerism developed as a result of the Second Industrial Revolution. 
	PP-1 Explain how and why wealth generated from new trading, financial, and manufacturing practices and institutions created a market and then a consumer economy.

PP-4 Explain how the development of new technologies and industries — as well as new means of communication, marketing, and transportation — contributed to expansion of consumerism and increased standards of living and quality of life in the 19th and 20th centuries.

IS-3 Evaluate the role of technology, from the printing press to modern transportation and telecommunications, in forming and transforming society.

	A. Industrialization and mass marketing increased both the production and demand for a new range of consumer goods — including clothing, processed foods, and labor-saving and leisure.
	• Advertising

• Department stores

• Catalogs
	

	B. New efficient methods of transportation and other innovations created new industries, improved the distribution of goods, increased consumerism, and enhanced the quality of life.
	new efficient methods of

transportation and other innovations such as the following:

• Steamships

• Railroads

• Refrigerated rail cars

• Ice boxes

• Streetcars

• Bicycles

new industries during the

Second Industrial Revolution such as the following:

• Chemical industry

• Electricity and utilities

• Automobile

• Leisure travel

• Professional and leisure sports
	

	Key Concept 3.3 

The problems of industrialization provoked a range of ideological, governmental, and collective responses.

	II. Governments responded to the problems created or exacerbated by industrialization by expanding their functions and creating modern bureaucratic states.
	PP-6 Analyze how expanding commerce and industrialization from the 16th through the 19th centuries led to the growth of cities and changes in the social structure,

most notably a shift from a landed to a commercial elite.

PP-13 Analyze how cities and states have attempted to address the problems brought about by economic modernization, such as poverty and famine, through regulating morals, policing marginal populations, and

improving public health.

PP-15 Analyze efforts of government and nongovernmental reform movements to respond to poverty and other social

problems in the 19th and 20th centuries.

OS-8 Explain the emergence, spread, and questioning of scientific, technological, and positivist approaches

to addressing social problems.

SP-1 Explain the emergence of civic humanism and new conceptions of political authority during the Renaissance, as well as subsequent theories and practices that stressed the political importance and rights of the individual.

SP-5 Assess the role of colonization, the Industrial

Revolution, total warfare, and economic depressions in altering the government’s relationship to the economy, both in overseeing economic activity and in addressing its social impact.

IS-3 Evaluate the role of technology, from the printing press to modern transportation and telecommunications, in forming and transforming society.

	A. Liberalism shifted from laissez-faire to interventionist economic and social policies on behalf of the less privileged; the policies were based on a rational approach to reform that addressed the impact of the Industrial Revolution on the individual.
	
	

	B. Government reforms transformed unhealthy and overcrowded cities by modernizing infrastructure, regulating public health, reforming prisons, and establishing modern police forces.
	• Sewage and water systems

• Public lighting

• Public housing

• Urban redesign

• Parks

• Public transportation
	

	C. Governments promoted compulsory public education to advance the goals of public order, nationalism, and economic growth.
	
	

	III. Political movements and social organizations responded to the problems of

industrialization. 
	PP-8 Analyze socialist, communist, and fascist efforts to develop responses to capitalism and why these efforts gained

support during times of economic crisis.

PP-14 Explain how industrialization elicited critiques from artists, socialists, workers’ movements, and feminist

organizations.

PP-15 Analyze efforts of government and nongovernmental reform movements to respond to poverty and other social

problems in the 19th and 20th centuries.

OS-4 Explain how a worldview based on science and reason challenged and preserved social order and roles, especially the roles of women.

OS-8 Explain the emergence, spread, and questioning of scientific, technological, and positivist approaches to addressing social problems.

SP-1 Explain the emergence of civic humanism and new conceptions of political authority during the Renaissance, as well as subsequent theories and practices that stressed the political importance and rights of the individual.

SP-4 Analyze how new political and economic theories from the 17th century and the Enlightenment challenged absolutism and shaped the development of constitutional states, parliamentary governments, and the concept of

individual rights.

SP-7 Explain the emergence of representative government as an alternative to absolutism. 

SP-9 Analyze how various movements for political and social equality — such as feminism, anticolonialism, and campaigns for immigrants’ rights — pressured governments and redefined citizenship.

SP-12 Assess the role of civic institutions in shaping the development of representative and democratic forms of government.

IS-5 Explain why and how class emerged as a basis for identity and led to conflict in the 19th and 20th centuries.

IS-6 Evaluate the causes and consequences of persistent tensions between women’s role and status in the private versus the public sphere.

IS-7 Evaluate how identities such as ethnicity, race, and class have defined the individual in relationship to society.

IS-9 Assess the extent to which women participated in and benefited from the shifting values of European society from

the 15th century onwards. 

	A. Mass-based political parties emerged as sophisticated vehicles for social, economic, and political reform.
	• Conservatives and Liberals in Great Britain

• Conservatives and Socialists in France

• Social Democratic Party in Germany
	

	B. Workers established labor unions and movements promoting social and economic reforms that also developed into political parties.
	• German Social Democratic Party

• British Labour Party

• Russian Social Democratic Party
	

	C. Feminists pressed for legal, economic, and political rights for women, as well as improved working conditions.
	• Flora Tristan

• British Women’s Social and Political Union

• Pankhurst family

• Barbara Smith Bodichon
	

	D. Various private, nongovernmental reform movements sought to lift up the deserving poor and end serfdom and slavery.
	reform movements and social reformers such as the following:

• The Sunday School Movement

• The Temperance Movement

• British Abolitionist Movement

• Josephine Butler

deserving poor such as

the following:

• Young prostitutes

• Children

• Women

• Elderly
	

	Key Concept 3.4 

European states struggled to maintain international stability in an age of nationalism and revolutions.

	III. The unification of Italy and Germany transformed the European balance of power and led to efforts to construct a new diplomatic order.
	SP-13 Evaluate how the emergence of new weapons, tactics, and methods of military organization changed the scale and cost of warfare, required the centralization of power, and shifted the balance of power.

SP-14 Analyze the role of warfare in remaking the political map of Europe and in shifting the global balance of power in the 19th and 20th centuries.

SP-17 Explain the role of nationalism in altering the European balance of power, and explain attempts made to limit nationalism as a means to ensure continental stability.

SP-18 Evaluate how overseas competition and changes in the alliance system upset the Concert of Europe and set the stage for World War I.

	C. After 1871 Bismarck attempted to maintain the balance of power through a complex system of alliances directed at isolating France.
	• Three Emperors’ League

• Triple Alliance

• Reinsurance Treaty
	

	D. Bismarck’s dismissal in 1890 eventually led to a system of mutually antagonistic alliances and heightened international tensions.
	
	

	E. Nationalist tensions in the Balkans drew the Great Powers into a series of crises leading up to World War I.
	• Congress of Berlin in 1878

• Growing influence of Serbia

• Bosnia-Herzegovina Annexation Crisis, 1908

• First Balkan War

• Second Balkan War
	


Chapter 15—The Building of

European Supremacy:  

Society and Politics to World War I
Key Topics


Second Industrial Revolution

As the second half of the 19th century began, several countries on the Continent began to catch up with Britain’s industrial might.  Germany, especially, led the industrial race to better Britain, primarily in heavy industries.  As the middle class grew, the focus of industry changed to consumer goods, and a more comfortable, middle-class, urban life emerged.


Labor and Socialism

As industry grew, so did labor unions.  These labor unions generally did not resort to violence as had workers until the turn of the mid-century.  They used the strike and the vote to attempt to improve their lot.  As the vote spread to more and more people, political parties arose to meet the interests and needs of the newly enfranchised.  Socialism, as a major political philosophy of the time, was divided among those who favored revolution for change and those who supported democratic reform.
The Second Industrial Revolution
One of the main causes of the emergence of new industries was the application of scientific research to the problems of industry, a process in which the Germans excelled.  Other factors also had a role in the new economic boom, among them the spread of railways, treaties lowering tariffs, legal reforms favoring joint-stock companies, and the policy of currency nationalization pursued by Europe’s new nations.  The emergence of large banks that channeled funds into capital investment rather than commerce was of great importance.  

Social Position of Women
Within each social rank, the experience of women was distinct from men. Most women in the work force were young and unmarried and were paid reduced wages.  This exploitation was especially prevalent among working-class women whose employment status was precarious at best. Prostitutes from among this class usually plied their trade for only a few years before moving back into the regular work force or getting married.  There was a vast gap between the experience of working-class and middle-class women.  The latter did not work if at all possible and their roles became limited to that of wife and mother; their lives were very regulated by social constraints.  During this period, feminist agitation for political equality challenged gender roles, and liberals were apprehensive about giving women the vote.  Still, John Stuart Mill used classical liberal arguments of utility and efficiency in favor of women’s rights.  The British women’s suffrage movement, led by Emmeline Pankhurst, became violent in its insistence for equality; only in 1918 did some British women receive the right to vote.  In Germany, women were forbidden by law to participate in political activity until 1918.  

Labor and Socialist Organizations
In Britain, the growing trade union movement organized the Labor Party (1901), a rather militant movement not much interested in socialism, which in Britain remained the preserve for intellectuals.  In 1884, a number of them had formed the Fabian Society, which advocated a peaceful, gradual, and democratic move to socialism.  France’s socialists were popular, but generally divided between advocates of cooperation with the middle class and those who held out for party purity.  The labor movement avoided political participation, preferring the doctrine of syndicalism, which advocated the general strike as a means of generating worker unity and power. Germany’s Marxist Democratic Party (SPD) was Europe’s strongest.  In theory, the party rejected peaceful democratic reform, favoring a Marxist revolution.  In practice, however, the party was a responsible participant in German electoral politics.  

CHAPTER SUMMARY


This chapter discusses the half century from 1860 to 1914, during which Europe’s political, social, and economic institutions took on many of their current characteristics.  Nation-states with large electorates, political parties, centralized bureaucracies, and universal military service took shape.  Business organized itself into large-scale corporations and labor into trade unions.  White-collar workers emerged in significant numbers, and urbanism grew in importance.  Socialism became a major force in political life, and the beginnings of the welfare state were seen.  That trend and the establishment of vast military structures caused an increase in taxes.  The period also saw the spread of industrialism, which gave Europe an unparalleled productive capacity.  Through trade, the continent’s economy became intermeshed with that of the rest of the world. 


Europe’s population increased greatly in this period, from about 226 million in 1850 to about 401 million in 1900.  A desire to enjoy the new prosperity and a spread in the use of contraception led to smaller families and a decline in population growth.  Another population trend was migration, both in Europe from countryside to city and abroad to the Americas, Australia, or South Africa. The first trend increased European social unrest; the second relieved it somewhat.  


Economically, the period from 1850 to 1873 has been characterized as the Second Industrial Revolution, which was marked by two important trends.  The European continent caught up with Great Britain, which had led the world industrially before 1850.  Germany in particular emerged as a leading industrial nation.  Another major change was the emergence of wholly new industries:  steel, chemicals, electricity, and oil replaced textiles, steam, and iron as the most modern forms of enterprise.  After 1873, Europe’s economic growth slowed down.  Bad weather and foreign competition led to hard times for agriculture.  After the bank failures of 1873, several industries stagnated.  Europe was able to recover from depression because of improved marketing techniques, the stabilizing effects of cartels, trade associations, and government imposition of tariffs.  Finally, imperialistic ventures in Africa and Asia also helped. 


In social terms, 1860–1914 was the age of the middle class.  No longer a revolutionary group, the bourgeoisie had become the arbiter of taste and the defender of the status quo.  It was no homogeneous unit, however, but one divided among a few industrial and banking magnates, larger numbers of small businessmen and professional people, shopkeepers, school teachers, and the new element of white-collar workers.  There was considerable tension among these groups.  After a section that details the emancipation of European Jews from ghetto life into a world of nearly equal citizenship, the chapter then focuses on late nineteenth century urban life.  The authors note the rise in urban populations, the redesign of cities such as Paris, Manchester, and Vienna, and the emphasis upon urban sanitation and improvement of housing conditions among the poor—especially through philanthropy and public housing.  An extended section on the varieties of women’s experience in the late century follows.


The working classes grew in numbers and in importance.  Although its living standard improved constantly, the urban proletariat still faced impersonal work, poverty, poor housing and working conditions, and high medical costs.  Workers voiced their discontent in new institutions, among them trade unions, which flourished after 1870.  The adoption of the democratic franchise in most of Europe led to its first mass political parties, in which workers played key roles. 


Unions and political parties presented new opportunities for Europe’s socialists, who generally sought change within the existing political framework rather than through violent revolution.  In the First International, founded in 1864, Karl Marx himself made considerable accommodation to the revolutionary movement.  Marxism emerged as Europe’s single most important strand of socialism.  Other socialist movements developed in Great Britain, France, and Germany. 


In the last decade of the nineteenth century, the czars industrialized Russia.  Popular discontent and socialist parties followed behind.  The more radical Social Democratic Party had to function in exile due to czarist repression.  After 1900, Lenin became one of its leaders.  He contributed two important ideas to European socialist doctrine:  the leadership of a small elite party of professional revolutionaries and an alliance of workers and peasants. 


The 1905 Revolution forced the czar to establish the Duma, but he was soon able to blunt its effect.  A promising agricultural reform program was mired by 1911.  The regime began to consider war its means of winning support.  
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Birth of Modern Thought/Anti-Semitism--Ch 16
	Key Concept 3.5 

A variety of motives and methods led to the intensification of European global control 

and increased tensions among the Great Powers.

	III. Imperial endeavors significantly affected society, diplomacy, and culture in Europe and created resistance to foreign control abroad. 
	INT-7 Analyze how contact with non-European peoples increased European social and cultural diversity, and affected attitudes toward race.

INT-11 Explain how European expansion and colonization brought non-European societies into global economic, diplomatic, military, and cultural networks.

OS-6 Explain how European exploration and colonization was facilitated by the development of the scientific method and led to a re-examination of cultural norms.

	B. Imperial encounters with non-European peoples influenced the styles and subject matter of artists and writers and provoked debate over the acquisition of colonies.
	artists and writers and

works such as the following:

• Jules Verne’s literature of exploration

• Paul Gauguin and Pablo Picasso’s Primitivism

• Vincent Van Gogh and Japanese prints

• Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness
	

	Key Concept 3.6 

European ideas and culture expressed a tension between objectivity and scientific realism on one hand, and subjectivity and individual expression on the other.

	I. Romanticism broke with neoclassical forms of artistic representation and with

rationalism, placing more emphasis on intuition and emotion.
	PP-14 Explain how industrialization elicited critiques from artists, socialists, workers’ movements, and feminist

organizations.

OS-10 Analyze the means by which individualism, subjectivity, and emotion came to be considered a valid source of knowledge.

OS-12 Analyze how artists used strong  motions to express individuality and political theorists encouraged emotional identification with the nation.

OS-13 Explain how and why modern artists began to move away from realism and toward abstraction and the nonrational, rejecting traditional aesthetics.

	A. Romantic artists and composers broke from classical artistic forms to emphasize emotion, nature, individuality, intuition, the supernatural, and national histories in their works.
	artists such as the following:

• Francisco Goya

• Caspar David Friedrich

• J. M. W. Turner

• John Constable

• Eugène Delacroix

romantic composers such as the following:

• Ludwig van Beethoven

• Frédéric Chopin

• Richard Wagner

• Pyotr Ilich Tchaikovsky
	

	B. Romantic writers expressed similar themes while responding to the Industrial Revolution and to various political revolutions.
	• Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

• William Wordsworth

• Lord Byron

• Percy Shelley

• John Keats

• Mary Shelley

• Victor Hugo
	


	II. Following the revolutions of 1848, Europe turned toward a realist and materialist worldview. 
	INT-2 Analyze the cultural beliefs that justified European conquest of overseas territories and how they changed over time.

PP-10 Explain the role of social inequality in contributing to and affecting the nature of the French Revolution and subsequent revolutions throughout the 19th and 20th

centuries.

PP-14 Explain how industrialization elicited critiques from artists, socialists, workers’ movements, and feminist

organizations.

	A. Positivism, or the philosophy that science alone provides knowledge, emphasized the rational and scientific analysis of nature and human affairs.
	
	

	B. Charles Darwin provided a rational and material account of biological change and the development of human beings as a species, and inadvertently a justification for racialist theories known as “Social Darwinism.”
	
	

	C. Marx’s “scientific” socialism provided a systematic critique of capitalism and a deterministic analysis of society and historical evolution.
	
	

	D. Realist and materialist themes and attitudes influenced art and literature as painters and writers depicted the lives of ordinary people and drew attention to social problems.
	• Honoré de Balzac

• Honoré Daumier

• Charles Dickens

• George Eliot

• Gustave Courbet

• Fyodor Dostoevsky

• Jean-Francois Millet

• Leo Tolstoy

• Émile Zola

• Thomas Hardy
	

	III. A new relativism in values and the loss of confidence in the objectivity of knowledge led to modernism in intellectual and cultural life. 
	OS-8 Explain the emergence, spread, and questioning of scientific, technological, and positivist approaches

to addressing social problems.

OS-10 Analyze the means by which individualism, subjectivity, and emotion came to be considered a valid source of knowledge.

OS-12 Analyze how artists used strong emotions to express individuality and political theorists encouraged emotional identification with the nation.

OS-13 Explain how and why modern artists began to move away from realism and toward abstraction and

the nonrational, rejecting traditional aesthetics.

	A. Philosophy largely moved from rational interpretations of nature and human society to an emphasis on irrationality and impulse, a view that contributed to the belief that conflict and struggle led to progress.
	• Friedrich Nietzsche

• Georges Sorel

• Henri Bergson
	

	B. Freudian psychology provided a new account of human nature that emphasized the role of the irrational and the struggle between the conscious and subconscious.
	
	

	C. Developments in the natural sciences such as quantum mechanics and Einstein’s theory of relativity undermined the primacy of Newtonian physics as an objective description of nature.
	• Max Planck

• Marie and Pierre Curie
	

	D. Modern art, including Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, and Cubism, moved beyond the representational to the subjective, abstract, and expressive and often provoked audiences that believed that art should reflect shared and idealized values such as beauty and patriotism.
	• Claude Monet

• Paul Cézanne

• Henri Matisse

• Edgar Degas

• Pablo Picasso

• Vincent Van Gogh
	

	Key Concept 4.3 

During the 20th century, diverse intellectual and cultural movements questioned the existence of objective knowledge, the ability of reason to arrive at truth, and the role of religion in determining moral standards.

	I. The widely held belief in progress characteristic of much of 19th-century thought began to break down before World War I; the experience of war intensified a sense of anxiety that permeated many facets of thought and culture, giving way by the century’s end to a plurality of intellectual frameworks. 
	OS-8 Explain the emergence, spread, and questioning of scientific, technological, and positivist approaches

to addressing social problems.

OS-10 Analyze the means by which individualism, subjectivity, and emotion came to be considered a valid source of knowledge.

IS-8 Evaluate how the impact of war on civilians has affected loyalty to and respect for the nation-state

	A. When World War I began, Europeans were generally confident in the ability of science and technology to address human needs and problems despite the uncertainty created by the new scientific theories and psychology.
	
	

	II. Science and technology yielded impressive material benefits but also caused immense destruction and posed challenges to objective knowledge. 
	OS-8 Explain the emergence, spread, and questioning of scientific, technological, and positivist approaches

to addressing social problems.



	A. The challenge to the certainties of the Newtonian universe in physics opened the door to uncertainty in other fields by undermining faith in objective knowledge, while also providing the knowledge necessary for the

development of nuclear weapons and power.
	• Werner Heisenberg

• Erwin Schrödinger

• Enrico Fermi

• Niels Bohr
	

	Key Concept 3.3 

The problems of industrialization provoked a range of ideological, governmental, and collective responses.

	I. Ideologies developed and took root throughout society as a response to industrial and political revolutions. 
	IS-7 Evaluate how identities such as ethnicity, race, and class have defined the individual in relationship to society.

IS-10 Analyze how and why Europeans have marginalized certain populations (defined as “other”) over the course of their history.

	F. Nationalists encouraged loyalty to the nation in a variety of ways, including romantic idealism, liberal reform, political unification, racialism with a concomitant anti-Semitism, and chauvinism justifying national aggrandizement.
	nationalists such as the

following:

• J. G. Fichte

• Grimm Brothers

• Giuseppe Mazzini

• Pan-Slavists

anti-Semitism such as the

following:

• Dreyfus Affair

• Christian Social Party in Germany

• Karl Lueger, mayor of Vienna
	

	G. A form of Jewish nationalism, Zionism, developed in the late 19th century as a response to growing anti-Semitism in both western and eastern Europe.
	• Theodor Herzl
	


Chapter 16—The Birth of

Modern European Thought
Key Topics


Broad Scope of Modern Thought

In reaction and in response to the Enlightenment and Romanticism, new areas of thinking about man and the universe were examined.  From science to psychoanalysis, thinkers attempted to look at the world from new perspectives.  Some looked at the origin of man, why man does what he does, and how societies function.  Others looked at politics, racial theory, and feminism.  In response to much of this new thought, the Church took a strong anti-Modernist stance by defending most traditional institutions and beliefs.


Anti-Semitism and Antifeminism

Along with the new views of the world, some old stereotypes had a resurgence.  Anti-Semitism grew out of 19th century nationalism.  Antifeminism developed from the recent developments in the study of biology.  Both were damaging and engendered strong responses.  
The Origin of Species (1859)
This work by Darwin has been of fundamental importance in the way humanity has been perceived in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Darwin advocated a theory of evolution according to natural selection.  This theory did not require the existence of God to explain the universe:  it was totally mechanistic.  Hence, it undermined the views of both Christianity and deism.  Moreover, it replaced the safe and fixed universe of the Enlightenment with a realm of flux and change.  Darwin’s suggestion that human beings too had evolved by natural selection dealt a blow to the proud view of man as the special work of God.  Darwinism is strongly condemned by many contemporary religious groups.  

Nietzsche and Freud
Two thinkers who most exemplify the challenge to traditional thought and values were Nietzsche and Freud.  The former attacked contemporary morality and called for the creation of new values.  He praised the irrational and rejected the cooperative ethics of democracy and Christianity in favor of the heroic individual, whom he called the Overman.  Freud emphasized the importance of sexuality in the human mind.  He argued that civilization depended on the sublimation of sexual energy. He also urged the importance of the human unconscious that inner realm of the mind he divided among id, ego, and superego.  

Women and Modern Thought
The new ideas and intellectual movements in science, art, religion, and society that occurred from the mid-nineteenth century to the opening of World War I produced mixed results for women.  Views of women and their roles in society often remained remarkably unchanged.  But feminists at the turn of the century demanded a reevaluation of gender roles.  They urged equal treatment of women under the law and contended that the relationship of men and women within marriage and the family required rethinking.  Women leaders such as Josephine Butler, Ellen Key, Karen Horney, and Virginia Woolf sought to tap the potential of women as active contributors to society, and by doing so, they set the feminist agenda for the twentieth century.
Islam and European Thought
European scholars subjected the Qur’an to the same critical historical analysis as the Bible and generally dismissed Islam as a religion and culture opposed to new ideas and incapable of developing science.  These views were directly contested by Jamal al-din Al-Afghani, an Egyptian intellectual who argued that Islam would eventually produce a culture as modern as those in Europe.  Yet Christian missionaries reinforced anti-Islamic attitudes by blaming Islam for the economic backwardness of their countries, mistreatment of women, and profit from the slave trade.  Even with the establishment of local schools, Christian missionaries made few converts.  Within the Islamic world, Ottoman political leaders championed Western science, and some religious leaders sought to combine modern thought with Islam.  The Salafiyya movement supported religious reform and believed that Islam should cease imitation of the West and modernize itself.   Other religious movements such as the Mahdist in Sudan and the Wahhabi in the Arabian peninsula rejected the West and modern thought completely.
CHAPTER SUMMARY


This chapter surveys the intellectual developments of the late nineteenth century, a period in which the European mind took on many of the characteristics that mark it today.  Its changes arose from earlier patterns of thought.  The Enlightenment provided a heritage of rationalism, toleration, cosmopolitanism and respect for science.  Romanticism placed a high value on the feelings, imagination, national identity, and the experience of the artist.  By 1900, thinkers had drawn new conclusions for traditional problems. Christianity underwent the strongest attack in its history. Scientists made major changes in the Newtonian picture of the physical world.  Darwin and Freud challenged the special place the West had assigned to humankind.  A new aggressive nationalism replaced the humanitarian ideals of liberalism and socialism. Though more daring than ever, Europe’s intellectuals were less certain and less optimistic. 


The social context of intellectual life changed during this period.  For the first time, Europe had a mass reading public, with literacy improved by proliferation of state-financed education.  The expanding literate population generated a vast explosion of printed matter including the first cheap mass circulation newspapers. 


In science, the experts of 1850, as in Newton’s day, regarded the physical world as rational, mechanical, and dependable.  Their views, however, were to undergo great challenges.  In 1859, Charles Darwin published The Origin of Species, which explained evolution according to natural selection:  only those organisms best adapted to their environment survived.  Because of its great prestige, science became the model for work in other fields.  The British philosopher Herbert Spencer and others based their ethical models on Darwin’s “struggle for survival,” a phrase Spencer used before Darwin.  In literature, the movement of realism owed much to science’s emphasis on observation and experiment.  


The progress of science was only one of the intellectual developments that undermined Christianity. Historical scholarship questioned the veracity of the Bible.  Philosophers (especially Nietzsche) cast doubt on the morality of Christianity.  The church also came under attack from the secular state, primarily because of government’s expanding role in education.  In spite of its enemies, however, Christianity experienced a religious revival.  Most striking was the resilience of the papacy led by Pius IX, who declared the doctrine of papal infallibility when speaking on matters of faith, and Leo III, who addressed the great social issues of the day, condemning socialism but urging improvements in the condition of labor. 


European intellectual affairs in general underwent a fundamental reassessment between 1875 and 1914, a period that was the crucible of contemporary thought.  New concepts and technology challenged the basic presuppositions of science, rationalism, liberalism, and bourgeois morality. The discovery of X-rays in 1895 and the exploration of radioactivity at the same time destroyed the comfortable world of “complete” nineteenth-century physics.  Max Planck, Albert Einstein, and Werner Heisenberg followed with revolutionary theories that threw into doubt theories earlier deemed unquestionable.  Writers such as Emile Zola, Gustave Flaubert, Henrik Ibsen, and G. B. Shaw rejected Romantic idealism of nature, the poor, love, and polite society.  The realists also undermined belief in human freedom, portraying it as subject to great physical or historical forces of determinism.  The new movement, Modernism, was deeply concerned with social issues, and touched all of the arts.  The Bloomsbury group challenged the values of the Victorian Era.  Modern art, including Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, and Cubism, sharply reconceptualized life in the modern era.  

In philosophy, the adequacy of reason itself was being questioned.  Nietzsche exemplified this new attitude.  In psychology, Sigmund Freud instituted a revolution.  His theory of psychoanalysis has been the single most important idea whereby twentieth-century men and women have come to understand themselves and their civilization.  In political theory, major thinkers (such as LeBon, Durkheim, and Weber) questioned the rational assumptions of liberalism.  They each emphasized the role of collective groups in politics rather than the individual. 


In wider terms, an aggressive nationalism spread in the late nineteenth century, becoming, for the first time, a mass movement.  This aggressive nationalism was often fueled by racial theories that would be used to justify the imperialism that ensued.  The racial theories of Herbert Spencer and Count Arthur de Gobineau allowed Europeans to believe that they were somehow inherently superior to other peoples and cultures in the world.  Such racial thinking fostered anti-Semitism and discrimination against other ethnic groups.  Theodor Herzl’s Zionist movement, which called for the establishment of a Jewish state, can be viewed as a reaction to the growing pressures on Jews experienced during the Dreyfus affair in France.


The chapter concludes with a section on the revival of feminist thought and action that continued to grow during the twentieth century.  
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Herzl, Theodor
	Keynes, John Maynard

Nietzsche, Friedrich
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Weber, Max
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	Kulturkampf
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Utilitarianism
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Imperialism--Ch 17
	Key Concept 3.5 

A variety of motives and methods led to the intensification of European global control 

and increased tensions among the Great Powers.

	I. European nations were driven by economic, political, and cultural motivations in their new imperial ventures in Asia and Africa. 
	INT-1 Assess the relative influence of economic, religious, and political motives in promoting exploration and colonization.

INT-2 Analyze the cultural beliefs that justified European conquest of overseas territories and how they changed over time.

INT-6 Assess the role of overseas trade, labor, and technology in making Europe part of a global economic network and in encouraging the development of new economic theories and state policies.

INT-7 Analyze how contact with non-European peoples increased European social and cultural diversity, and affected attitudes toward race.

INT-10 Explain the extent of and causes for non-Europeans’ adoption of or resistance to European cultural, political, or economic values and institutions, and explain the causes of their reactions.

INT-11 Explain how European expansion and colonization brought non-European societies into global economic, diplomatic, military, and cultural networks.

SP-17 Explain the role of nationalism in altering the European balance of power, and explain attempts made to limit nationalism as a means to ensure continental stability.

SP-18 Evaluate how overseas competition and changes in the alliance system upset the Concert of Europe and set the stage for World War I. 

IS-10 Analyze how and why Europeans have marginalized certain populations (defined as “other”) over the course of their history.

	A. European national rivalries and strategic concerns fostered imperial expansion and competition for colonies.
	
	

	B. The search for raw materials and markets for manufactured goods, as well as strategic and nationalistic considerations, drove Europeans to colonize Africa and Asia, even as European colonies in the Americas broke free politically, if not economically.
	
	

	C. Europeans justified imperialism through an ideology of cultural and racial superiority.
	
	

	II. Industrial and technological developments (i.e., the Second Industrial Revolution) facilitated European control of global empires. 
	INT-3 Analyze how European states established and administered overseas commercial and territorial empires.

INT-4 Explain how scientific and intellectual advances — resulting in more effective navigational, cartographic, and military technology — facilitated European interaction with other parts of the world.

OS-6 Explain how European exploration and colonization was facilitated by the development of the scientific method and

led to a re-examination of cultural norms. 

SP-13 Evaluate how the emergence of new weapons, tactics, and methods of military organization changed the scale and cost of warfare, required the centralization of power, and shifted the balance of power.

IS-3 Evaluate the role of technology, from the printing press to modern transportation and telecommunications, in forming and transforming society.

	A. The development of advanced weaponry invariably ensured the military superiority of Europeans over colonized areas.
	• Minié ball (bullet)

• Breech-loading rifle

• Machine gun
	

	B. Communication and transportation technologies allowed for the creation of European empires.
	
	

	C. Advances in medicine supported European control of Africa and Asia by preserving European lives.
	• Louis Pasteur’s germ theory of disease

• Anesthesia and antiseptics

• Public health projects

• Quinine
	

	III. Imperial endeavors significantly affected society, diplomacy, and culture in Europe and created resistance to foreign control abroad. 
	INT-7 Analyze how contact with non-European peoples increased European social and cultural diversity, and affected attitudes toward race.

INT-9 Assess the role of European contact on overseas territories through the introduction of disease, participation in the slave trade and slavery, effects on agricultural and manufacturing patterns, and global conflict.

INT-10 Explain the extent of and causes for non-Europeans’ adoption of or resistance to European cultural, political, or economic values and institutions, and explain the causes of their reactions.

INT-11 Explain how European expansion and colonization brought non-European societies into global economic, diplomatic, military, and cultural networks.

OS-6 Explain how European exploration and colonization was facilitated by the development of the scientific method and

led to a re-examination of cultural norms.

SP-9 Analyze how various movements for political and social equality — such as feminism, anticolonialism, and campaigns for immigrants’ rights — pressured governments and redefined citizenship.

SP-17 Explain the role of nationalism in altering the European balance of power, and explain attempts made to limit nationalism as a means to ensure continental stability.

SP-18 Evaluate how overseas competition and changes in the alliance system upset the Concert of Europe and set the stage for World War I.

IS-7 Evaluate how identities such as ethnicity, race, and class have defined the individual in relationship to society.

IS-10 Analyze how and why Europeans have marginalized certain populations (defined as “other”) over the course of their history.

	A. Imperialism created diplomatic tensions among European states that strained alliance systems.
	• Berlin Conference in 1884-85

• Fashoda crisis (1898)

• Moroccan crises (1905, 1911)
	

	B. Imperial encounters with non-European peoples influenced the styles and subject matter of artists and writers and provoked debate over the acquisition of colonies.
	participants in the

imperialism debate such as the following:

• Pan-German League

• J. A. Hobson’s and Vladimir Lenin’s anti-imperialism
	

	C. As non-Europeans became educated in Western values, they challenged European imperialism through nationalist movements and/or by modernizing their own economies and societies.
	• Indian Congress Party

• Zulu Resistance

• India’s Sepoy Mutiny

• China’s Boxer Rebellion

• Japan’s Meiji Restoration
	


Chapter 17—The Age of Western Imperialism
Key Topics


New Imperialism
New Imperialism in the late 19th century was similar to and different from Old Imperialism of the 15th through the 17th centuries.  Certainly they both shared the desire of European nations to create hegemony politically and economically.  To achieve that hegemony new technology was created that helped not only conquer the seas but also conquer the peoples that were colonized.  While both periods had some social goals, especially religious in nature, New Imperialism was also focused on bringing Western education to conquered peoples.   Both Old and New Imperialism involved the Great Powers of Western Europe, while New Imperialism saw more involvement of smaller and eastern European nations.
Economic considerations have often been advanced to explain the motives of the New Imperialism.  In reality, however, neither a search for new areas of investment nor one for new markets and new materials explains the movement.  Nor did the arguments of religion, cultural superiority, or domestic political advantage carry much weight with policymakers.  Insofar as their motives were rational, strategic and political considerations seem to have dominated their thinking. By 1900, similar motives had spurred two non-European nations, Japan and the United States, to become imperialists in Asia.  


Conflicting Views of the Imperial Mission
Missionaries and government officials shared certain assumptions about the superiority of Western culture and the desirability of bringing Western civilization to non-Western lands. Nonetheless, the two groups often found themselves at odds. Administrators feared that missionaries would be a destabilizing force and would disregard the policies and priorities of the home government. Missionaries, in turn, feared that administrators would give precedence to political, economic, and military concerns, at the expense of the missionary agenda. 


The Tools of Empire
Western domination was based on distinct and temporary technological advantages which gave Westerners the capacity to conquer and dominate vast areas of the world.  Steamboats allowed Western nations to project their military power inland via rivers in ways that had previously been impossible. Cures for tropical diseases allowed Westerners to survive in tropical regions, facilitating long-term occupation of overseas colonies. Finally, advances in firearms gave Westerners weapons that allowed small numbers of Western soldiers to defeat large non-Western armies.  
CHAPTER SUMMARY


This chapter discusses Europe’s pursuit of imperialism in the late nineteenth century.  The years after 1870 witnessed an unprecedented growth of European influence and control over the rest of the world.  Europe’s achievement was made possible by its advanced technology, the institutional advantages of the national-state, and, more intangibly, a certain European sense of superiority. 


The eighteenth-century collapse of Spain, Portugal, and France as major colonial powers left Britain as Europe’s dominant imperial power.  Until the 1860s and 1870s, the expansion of British control came largely through the imperialism of free trade. British colonial interests shifted from the Atlantic world to Asia, with India the most important piece of its empire.


The imperialist movement of the late-nineteenth century has been called the New Imperialism in recognition of its several novel features.  Like earlier imperialism, the new movement involved a policy of extending a nation’s authority by territorial hegemony over others.  Unlike their predecessors, the New Imperialists did not seek to settle their overseas land with people, nor did they remain content with mere establishment of trading posts.  They sought to transform the entire economy and culture of the dominated area to their own profit, and to that end, they assumed legal or factual political control.  Another novelty was the great speed with which European expansion proceeded; such imperial action was deemed necessary to maintain the reputation of a great power.  The New Imperialism is exhibited by the “Scramble for Africa,” Russian expansion in mainland Asia, and imperialistic flexing in Asia by other Western nations as European nations expanded their economic and political influence.

European Imperialism was built on technological advances. The conquest of tropical diseases, the invention of steamboats, and improvements in firearms all gave Europeans important advantages.  At the same time, religious motives, embodied in the modern Western missionary movement, continued to play an important role in European imperialism. The expansion of European influence was always accompanied by missionaries seeking to convert colonized peoples and influence the development of European colonies.  Scientists too, became part of the imperialist project, seeking new knowledge, but often imposing their cultural assumptions on their observations.
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Belgian Congo
Suez Canal
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Boxer Rebellion
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WWI/Russian Revolution--Ch 18
	Key Concept 4.1 

Total war and political instability in the first half of the 20th century gave way to a polarized state order during the Cold War, and eventually to efforts at transnational union.

	I. World War I, caused by a complex interaction of long- and short-term factors, resulted in immense losses and disruptions for both victors and vanquished. 
	INT-8 Evaluate the United States’ economic and cultural influence on Europe and responses to this influence in Europe.

INT-9 Assess the role of European contact on overseas territories through the introduction of disease, participation in the slave trade and slavery, effects on agricultural and manufacturing patterns, and global conflict.

INT-11 Explain how European expansion and colonization brought non-European societies into global economic, diplomatic, military, and cultural networks.

SP-6 Explain how new ideas of political authority and the failure of diplomacy led to world wars, political revolutions, and the establishment of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century.

SP-13 Evaluate how the emergence of new weapons, tactics, and methods of military organization changed the scale and cost of warfare, required the centralization of power, and shifted the

balance of power.

SP-14 Analyze the role of warfare in remaking the political map of Europe and in shifting the global balance of power in the 19th and 20th centuries.

SP-17 Explain the role of nationalism in altering the European balance of power, and explain attempts made to limit nationalism as a means to ensure continental stability.

SP-18 Evaluate how overseas competition and changes in the alliance system upset the Concert of Europe and set the stage for World War I. 

IS-8 Evaluate how the impact of war on civilians has affected loyalty to and respect for the nation-state.

	A. A variety of factors — including nationalism, military plans, the alliance system, and imperial competition — turned a regional dispute in the Balkans into World War I.
	
	

	B. New technologies confounded traditional military strategies and led to massive troop losses.
	• Machine gun

• Barbed wire

• Submarine

• Airplane

• Poison Gas

• Tank
	

	C. The effects of military stalemate and total war led to protest and insurrection in the belligerent nations and eventually to revolutions that changed the international balance of power.
	
	

	D. The war in Europe quickly spread to non-European theaters, transforming the war into a global conflict.
	• Armenian genocide

• Arab revolt against the Turks

• Japanese aggression in the Pacific and on the Chinese mainland
	

	E. The relationship of Europe to the world shifted significantly with the globalization of the conflict, the emergence of the United States as a world power, and the overthrow of European empires.
	
	

	II. The conflicting goals of the peace negotiators in Paris pitted diplomatic idealism against the desire to punish Germany, producing a settlement that satisfied few.
	INT-8 Evaluate the United States’ economic and cultural influence on Europe and responses to this influence in Europe.

SP-6 Explain how new ideas of political authority and the failure of diplomacy led to world wars, political revolutions, and the establishment of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century.

SP-14 Analyze the role of warfare in remaking the political map of Europe and in shifting the global balance of power in the 19th and 20th centuries.

SP-17 Explain the role of nationalism in altering the European balance of power, and explain attempts made to limit nationalism as a means to ensure continental stability.

	A. Wilsonian idealism clashed with postwar realities in both the victorious and the defeated states. Democratic successor states emerged from former empires and eventually succumbed to significant political, economic, and

diplomatic crises.
	• Poland

• Czechoslovakia

• Hungary

• Yugoslavia
	

	B. The League of Nations, created to prevent future wars, was weakened from the outset by the nonparticipation of major powers, including the United States, Germany, and the Soviet Union.
	
	

	C. The Versailles settlement, particularly its provisions on the assignment of guilt and reparations for the war, hindered the German Weimar Republic’s ability to establish a stable and legitimate political and economic system.
	
	

	Key Concept 4.2 

The stresses of economic collapse and total war engendered internal conflicts within European states and created

conflicting conceptions of the relationship between the individual and the state, as demonstrated in the ideological battle among liberal democracy, communism, and fascism.

	I. The Russian Revolution created a regime based on Marxist–Leninist theory. 
	PP-3 Explain how geographic, economic, social, and political factors affected the pace, nature, and timing of industrialization in western and eastern Europe.

PP-8 Analyze socialist, communist, and fascist efforts to develop responses to capitalism and why these efforts gained support during times of economic crisis.

PP-10 Explain the role of social inequality in contributing to and affecting the nature of the French Revolution and subsequent revolutions throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.

PP-15 Analyze efforts of government and nongovernmental reform movements to respond to poverty and other social problems in the 19th and 20th centuries.

SP-5 Assess the role of colonization, the Industrial Revolution, total warfare, and economic depressions in altering the government’s relationship to the economy, both in overseeing economic activity and in addressing its social impact.

SP-6 Explain how new ideas of political authority and the failure of diplomacy led to world wars, political revolutions, and the establishment of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century.

SP-8 Explain how and why various groups, including communists and fascists, undermined parliamentary democracy through the establishment of regimes that maintained dictatorial control while manipulating democratic forms.

IS-5 Explain why and how class emerged as a basis for identity and led to conflict in the 19th and 20th centuries.

IS-8 Evaluate how the impact of war on civilians has affected loyalty to and respect for the nation-state.

	A. In Russia, World War I exacerbated long-term problems of political stagnation, social inequality, incomplete industrialization, and food and land distribution, all while creating support for revolutionary change.
	• February/March Revolution

• Petrograd Soviet
	

	B. Military and worker insurrections, aided by the revived soviets, undermined the Provisional Government and set the stage for Lenin’s long-planned Bolshevik revolution and establishment of a communist state.
	
	


Chapter 18—Alliances, War, 

and a Troubled Peace
Key Concepts

An Inevitable War?
It is important to see World War I as a culmination of several 19th century movements.  From the Congress of Vienna setting the attitude toward minorities to the growth of Romantic nationalism, from British industrial growth early in the century to German attempts to even the race late in the century, from the Concert of Europe to Bismarck’s alliance system, from Napoleonic French hegemony to Bismarckian Prussian hegemony, from the growth of empires to imperialistic struggles in Africa and Asia, the 19th century built Europe to such a level of tension that a murder in the Balkans could set entire continent aflame with war. Few statesmen of the time seemed to grasp the dangers involved in general war.  Given this, was World War I inevitable or was it possible for tensions to have been diffused? What were the decision points that, in hind sight, were moments when Europe took another step towards war?

The Weapons of World War I
The “Great War,” as it was called, propelled humanity into an extended conflict on a global scale with far-reaching implications for western civilization.  The new weapons of World War I such as tanks, submarines, and airplanes would become the standard, more sophisticated weapons of World War II.  Contemporary society, even with nuclear missile capability, still elects to maintain such conventional weapons—as well as one that was banned after World War I, poison gas.  

The Treaty of Versailles (1919)
This treaty has been roundly criticized for its severity, but somewhat unjustly:  it was relatively mild and fair to weak peoples.  Nevertheless, the peace was unsatisfactory in important ways.  The destruction of Austria-Hungary created an economic and political vacuum.  The two powers that bordered this vacuum, Germany and Russia, had been excluded from the peace, but left strong enough to attack it.  The incipient National Socialist Party (Nazis) used the war guilt and territorial clauses of the treaty as a basis for rallying Germany to unity from 1919 to 1939. 


Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution should be analyzed as a response to hundreds of years of Romanov autocracy.  It is essential, as well, that you see the progression of the revolution itself.  Nicholas II set the stage with his ineffective, non-responsive government.  With his abdication and the rise to power of the Constitutional Democrats, the various socialist groups began to organize workers into soviets.  The Social Democrats and Social Revolutionaries offered different ideas for change with eventually the Bolsheviks, a wing of the Social Democratic Party, coming to power under Lenin.  The stages of revolution, from Crane Brinton’s book The Anatomy of Revolution, should be looked at regarding the Russian Revolution.

CHAPTER SUMMARY


This chapter discusses Europe’s alliance system in the late nineteenth century, the First World War, the Russian Revolution, and the uneasy peace that returned to Europe in 1918.  While Europeans built empires overseas (see Chapter 25), at home they created new systems of alliance.  Bismarck wished to stabilize the new international situation that had arisen from the establishment of the German Empire in 1871 and avoid war.  Bismarck declared Germany a satisfied power and he meant it.  Between 1871 and 1890, he dominated Europe’s diplomacy, successfully weaving a web of alliances to protect Germany and to isolate France—ever anxious to avenge the Franco-Prussian War.  Bismarck managed to maintain a defensive alliance with Austria and a neutral agreement with Russia. 


Bismarck made Germany a force for European peace.  His successor at the helm of German foreign policy, however, undid his work.  Emperor William II preferred the glories of colonial and naval expansion to Bismarck’s limited continental policy.  The chapter goes on to explain William II’s diplomatic maneuvering that resulted in close relations among England, France, and Russia.  This Triple Entente was now ranged against the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria, and Italy.  Given Italian unreliability, Germany really had only one ally.  The country was faced with the nightmare of a two-front war, against both France and Russia. 


The exceedingly complex and tense Balkan situation (which is related in detail) provided the spark for war.  On June 28, 1914, a Slavic nationalist under Austrian rule assassinated the heir to the imperial throne.  His action brought on the last Balkan crisis, which resulted in the mobilization of European armies and led to world war.  The text continues to recount the strategies and events of World War I.  Two events proved instrumental in the course of the war:  Russia pulled out of the conflict after Bolshevik revolutionaries seized control of the government and forced the abdication of Czar Nicholas II (who was later murdered) and the introduction of fresh American troops forced a German surrender.  William II abdicated and Germany became a republic. 


The world had great idealistic hopes of a “peace without victors.”  But this very idealism, forcibly expressed in public opinion, made the task of the peacemakers very difficult.  The Versailles settlement in 1919 was greatly criticized at the time for its severity and concessions to selfish national interests.  Yet the settlement was neither conciliatory enough to be loved nor harsh enough to be feared.  
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Big Four

Central Powers


Dual Alliance


Entente Cordiale 

Franco-Russian Alliance

League of Nations

Three Emperors’ League
Triple Alliance



Triple Entente
	Balkan wars

Dual Monarchy
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Russo-Japanese War
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