
Chapter 7
Society and Economy Under the Old Regime in the Eighteenth Century
MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. For eighteenth-century Europeans rights were usually ________ rights.

A. civil 

B. individual 

C. community 

D. personal property 
2. The economic basis of eighteenth-century life was ________.

A. land

B. regional trade

C. industry

D. international trade
3. Most Europeans in the 1700s took part in the _________ economy.
A. family 
B. urban craft 
C. factory 
D. commercial 
4. In the 1700s, being a servant was generally _________.
A. close to slavery
B. a temporary condition
C. a necessary condition of social inferiority
D. for life
5. During the eighteenth century, bread prices ________.
A. fluctuated wildly

B. declined

C. remained the same

D. slowly but steadily rose

6. Introduced from the New World, what new product allowed a more certain food supply in Europe and enabled more children to survive to adulthood and rear children of their own?
A. wheat
B. squash

C. potato

D. corn
7. The single largest free-trade area in Europe during the eighteenth century was ________.
A. Italy

B. Spain

C. France

D. Great Britain
8. What industry pioneered the Industrial Revolution?

A. textiles

B. housing

C. transportation

D. food processing
9. The Industrial Revolution came first to ________.
A. the Netherlands

B. Germany

C. Britain
D. France

10. The bourgeoisie was the ________ class.
A. urban middle
B. rural middle
C. urban elite
D. laboring
11. The largest single group in eighteenth-century cities was composed of ________.
A. clergy

B. the unemployed

C. shopkeepers, artisans, and wage earners
D. merchants

12.
The first engine using steam power was invented by ________.

A. James Watt

B. Matthew Boulton

C. John Wilkinson

D. Thomas Newcomen

13.
The term “Old Regime” has come to refer to the ________.

A. gradual transition of Europe’s monarchies to that of democracies and republics

B. economic policies that existed across Europe before the eighteenth-century Industrial Revolution

C. social, political, and economic relationships in Europe just prior to the French Revolution

D. social and political infrastructure that existed before the Protestant Reformation

14.
French nobles were technically responsible for payment of the vingtième, which resembles what modern-day tax?

A. income tax

B. property tax

C. sales tax

D. municipal tax

15.
In preindustrial Europe, the economy of a household that developed on farms, in artisans’ workshops, and in small merchants’ shops was known as the ________ economy.

A. household 

B. domestic 

C. family 

D. merchant 

16.
In preindustrial Europe, the dominant concern of married women was ________.
A. producing enough children
B. child rearing

C. producing enough farm goods to ensure an adequate food supply

D. domestic duties such as cooking, cleaning, and sewing

17.
Factory production of purely cotton fabric was made possible by the invention of the ________.
A. water frame

B. spinning jenny

C. pulling-out system

D. steam engine

18.
The steam engine was revolutionary because it _________.
A. replaced oil with petroleum as a fuel
B. removed the European dependence on fossil fuels
C. made transportation possible
D. provided a virtually unlimited source of power
19.
Given what you know about the impact of the Industrial Revolution on the lives of women, which of the following statements is most applicable?

A. The role and importance of women already in the work force diminished.

B. Women clung to their traditional roles and would not, despite social pressures, work in factories.

C. Women were unable to work in factories with the same output and effectiveness as their male counterparts.

D. The economic freedoms women gained during the industrial revolutions carried over to the early years of the suffrage movement.

20.
Which of the following was a clearly defined long-term result of the shift in female employment?

A. Women, as a group, made little or no economic contribution to Europe’s economy.

B. Women’s work became associated with the home rather than with places where men worked.

C. Women were closely involved the new technologies in farming, transportation, and manufacturing.

D. Women’s wage-earning potential was valued.

21.
Until the late eighteenth century, European Jews who did not convert to Christianity ________.
A. were accepted as equals by Christians

B. were discriminated against

C. were among the most powerful social groups

D. enjoyed a good standard of living as a group

22.
British leadership in the Industrial Revolution is largely due to _________.
A. emigrants from Louis XIV’s France
B. favorable conditions
C. dominance of Ireland and Scotland
D. the influence of a handful of influential men
23.
The change that rationalized the use of land and created higher productivity was the ________.

A. enclosure laws

B. commercial revolution
C. bread riots

D. Agricultural Revolution



24.
The rapid growth of capital cities between 1600 and 1750 was tied to what other development?
A. centralization of power
B. industrialization
C. colonization
D. the Agricultural Revolution
25.
What did the introduction of maize and the potato represent for Eastern Europe?

A. frequent crop failure

B. a significant nutritional gain and agricultural change

C. significantly more work for serfs

D. increases in agricultural taxes

26.
What event probably marks the start of the age of the ghetto?

A. the Habsburg wars

B. the Industrial Revolution

C. the Agricultural Revolution

D. the expulsion of the Jews from Spain

27.
How did the North American colonies impact the Industrial Revolution?

A. They increased demand for consumer goods.

B. They drew skilled workers away from the Industrial Revolution.

C. Technologies from North America were introduced to Europe.

D. The gold from the colonies caused inflation that crippled industrialization in Britain.
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SHORT ANSWER

28.
A fundamental element in the first two periods of European imperial ventures in the Americas was the presence of ________.

Topic: Periods of European Overseas Empires

29.
After 1800, European empires increasingly claimed to use formally ________ labor, though they still involved much harsh treatment of nonwhite indigenous populations.

Topic: Periods of European Overseas Empires
30.
By the end of the seventeenth century, Spain, Holland, and ________ ruled all of South America.

Topic: Mercantile Empires 

31.
________ is the practice whereby governments heavily regulated trade and commerce in hope of increasing national wealth.

Topic: Mercantile Empires 
32.
Until the mid-eighteenth century, the primary purpose of the Spanish Empire was to supply Spain with the precious ________ mined in the New World.

Topic: The Spanish Colonial System 

33.
The ________ system was meant to maintain Spain’s monopoly on trade.

Topic: The Spanish Colonial System 

34.
To increase the efficiency of tax collection and to end bureaucratic corruption, Charles III introduced the institution of the ________ into the Spanish Empire.

Topic: The Spanish Colonial System 

35.
A ________ is a person of European descent born in the Spanish colonies.

Topic: The Spanish Colonial System 
36. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle brought the official end to ________.

Topic: Mid-Eighteenth-Century Wars
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