CHAPTER 8 – THE TRANSATLANTIC ECONOMY,

TRADE WARS, AND COLONIAL REBELLION
CHAPTER SUMMARY (For all)

This chapter discusses the European rivalries of the middle-eighteenth century. Since the Renaissance, European contacts with the rest of the world have gone through four distinct stages: 1) discovery, exploration, initial conquest and settlement of the New World (to 1700); 2) colonial trade rivalry among Spain, France, and Britain 
(ca. 1700–1820); 3) European imperialism in Africa and Asia (nineteenth century); 4) decolonization of peoples previously under European rule (twentieth century). 


The European powers administered their eighteenth-century empires according to the theory of mercantilism.  The colonies were to provide markets and natural resources for the industries of the mother country.  In turn, the latter was to furnish military security and the instruments of government.  To protect its investment from competitors, each home country tried to keep a tight monopoly on trade with its colonies.  The chapter then focuses on the organization and administration of the Spanish Empire.  A key section in this chapter concerns an extensive study of African slavery, the Plantation System, and the experience of slavery.  


Competition for foreign markets was intense among Britain, France, and Spain.  In North America, colonists quarreled endlessly over the territory, fishing rights, fur trade, and relationships with the Indians.  In India, each power hoped to expel the other.  Above all, they clashed over the West Indies, the lucrative producers of coffee, tobacco and especially sugar, and ready purchases of African slaves.  Men with economic interests in the West Indies formed significant pressure groups in each of the three powerful European colonial nations.  In England, the “West Indian Interest” was able in 1739 to drive the country into war with Spain (War of Jenkins’s Ear).  By aiding Spain, France’s leader, Fleury, hoped to capture Britain’s existing commercial advantages in the Spanish Empire for his own country.  However, the aggressive actions of the Prussian king, Frederick II, upset his policy. 


The chapter goes on to detail the mid-century conflicts of the Austrian Succession (1740–1748) and the Seven Years’ War (1756–1763), and the shifting alliances among the European powers called the “Diplomatic Revolution” of 1756.  Such conflict required great sums of money, and Britain, though victorious, was especially hard-pressed.  The government, believing that the colonists themselves should bear part of the cost of their protection and administration, levied new taxes on America.  The Sugar and Stamp Acts of 1764, the Townshend Acts of 1767, the Boston Massacre of 1770, and the Intolerable Acts of 1774 helped drive the colonists into rebellion.  With the support of Britain’s old enemies, France and Spain, the Americans won the Revolutionary War (1776–1783). 


The colonists had shown how to establish revolutionary, but orderly, political bodies that would function outside the existing political framework.  European writers sensed that a new era was dawning—one of constituent assemblies, constitutions, and declarations of rights.  

OUTLINE (use all points that pertain to your topic to guide you in preparation)
I.   Periods of European Overseas Empires

Watch the Video “The Origins of Modern Imperialism and Colonialism” on MyHistoryLab.com
II. Mercantile Empires

A. Mercantilist Goals

Read the Document “Jean Baptiste Colbert, ‘Mercantilism: Dissertation on Alliances’ ” on MyHistoryLab.com

B. French-British Rivalry

III. The Spanish Colonial System

View the Map “European Global Empires, 1600–1800” on MyHistoryLab.com

A. Colonial Government

B. Trade Regulation

C. Colonial Reform Under the Spanish Bourbon Monarchs

IV. Black African Slavery, the Plantation System, and the Atlantic Economy


A. The African Presence in the Americas

Watch the Video “Author Video Podcast: From Triangular Trade to an Atlantic System: Rethinking the Links That Created the Atlantic World” on MyHistoryLab.com

View the Image “Sugar Plantation, Brazil” on MyHistoryLab.com


B. Slavery and the Transatlantic Economy

View the Map “Map Discovery: Atlantic Slave Trade, ca. 1600–1650” on MyHistoryLab.com


C. The Experience of Slavery

Read the Document “ ‘A Defense of the Slave Trade,’ July 1740” on MyHistoryLab.com
V. Mid-Eighteenth-Century Wars


A. The War of Jenkins’s Ear


B. The War of the Austrian Succession (1740–1748)


C. The “Diplomatic Revolution” of 1756


D. The Seven Years’ War (1756–1763)

View the Map “Map Discovery: The Seven Years War” on MyHistoryLab.com

View the Map “Map Discovery: British Possessions in North America and the Caribbean After the Treaty of Paris” on MyHistoryLab.com

VI. The American Revolution and Europe

A. Resistance to the Imperial Search for Revenue

View the Image “1765 Stamp Act Protest” on MyHistoryLab.com


B. The Crisis and Independence

View the Image “Boston Harbor” on MyHistoryLab.com


C. American Political Ideas

Read the Document “The Declaration of Independence (1776)” on MyHistoryLab.com


D. Events in Great Britain


E. Broader Impact of the American Revolution

Watch the Video “Revolutions in the Atlantic World” on MyHistoryLab.com
VII. In Perspective

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  MUST INCORPORATE THIS AND CHECK IF LEARNING OBJECTIVE FOR YOUR TOPIC IS MET(DISCUSSION QUESTION , SHORT Q&A 

How did European contact with the rest of the world evolve in the centuries since the Renaissance?

What were the characteristics of European mercantile empires?

How did Spanish colonial organization reflect its imperial goals?

What were the origins of slavery in the Americas?

Why did mid-eighteenth-century European wars often involve both continental and global conflicts?

What were the causes of the American Revolution?
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What were the fundamental ideas associated with mercantile theory?  Did they work?  Which European country was most successful in establishing a mercantile empire?  Least successful?  Why?

2. What were the main points of conflict between Britain and France in North America, the West Indies, and India?  How did the triangles of trade function among the Americas, Europe, and Africa?

3. How was the Spanish colonial empire in the Americas organized and managed?  What changes did the Bourbon monarchs institute in the Spanish Empire?  

4. What was the nature of slavery in the Americas?  How was it linked to the economies of the Americas, Europe, and Africa?  Why was the plantation system unprecedented?  How did the plantation system contribute to the inhumane treatment of slaves? 

5.  What were the results of the Seven Years’ War?  Which countries emerged in a stronger position and why?  

6.  How did European ideas and political developments influence the American colonists?  How did their actions, in turn, influence Europe?  What was the relationship between American colonial radicals and contemporary political radicals in Great Britain?    

LECTURE TOPICS(Use this in preparing )
1.
Mercantilism:  This economic theory emphasized a favorable balance of trade and dictated that colonies existed for the benefit of the mother nation.  Mercantilist ideas, however, worked far better in theory than in practice.  Colonists of different countries often found it more profitable to trade with each other than with the home country, a situation that made the eighteenth century the “golden age of smugglers.”  Traders from one nation continually tried to break the monopoly with another.  Britain and France, in particular, preyed upon Spanish markets, which resulted in distrust and Spanish retaliation.  

2.
The American Revolution:  In both its theoretical and practical aspects, the American Revolution had its roots in Europe.  The Declaration of Independence derived largely from John Locke’s idea of political contract.  But, if American revolutionaries had been influenced by Europe, they, in turn, provided a model to Europeans.  Britons as well as Americans believed that they were improperly represented in parliament.  In the late 1770s, the extralegal Association Movement began to call for reforming the corrupt system of parliamentary elections; it failed, however, because its leaders did not appeal for broad popular support as the American example dictated.  

3.
The African Slave Trade:  Slavery is one of the oldest of human institutions and virtually every pre-modern state in history depended on it to some extent.  The African slave trade must be seen as part of the large commercial system of Atlantic trade between Europe and the colonies in North and South America and the Caribbean.  The system was directed to exploitation of the New World and thus colonial economic needs.  The major sources for slaves were the Kong-Angola region and the Guinea coast.  Well over twelve million persons were lost to Africa through the Atlantic trade.  Taken as a whole, the slave trade varied in extent quite sharply from period to period—with its peak in the eighteenth century and its demise in the nineteenth.  The effects of the slave trade on Africa are not easy to assess.  It appears that slavery was a result, not a cause of regional instability and change; increased warfare meant the slave trade produced Africa’s major diaspora, which was also one of the major migrations of global history.  From an American perspective, it was an important element in the formation of our modern society.  

SUGGESTED FILMS (if possible)
The Colonial Expansion of European Nations.  Coronet.  15 min. 

Colonial Expansion.  Encyclopaedia Britannica.  11 min.

Amistad. DreamWorks. 152 min.

African in America: America’s Journey Through Slavery. WGBH. 360 min.

Liberty! The American Revolution. PBS. 360 min. 
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ASSET DIRECTORY
Images 

General James Wolfe was mortally wounded during his victory over the French at Quebec in 1759. This painting by the American artist Benjamin West (1738–1820) became famous for portraying the dying Wolfe and the officers around him in poses modeled after classical statues. 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, European maritime nations established overseas empires and set up trading monopolies within them in an effort to magnify their economic strength. As this painting of the Old Custom House Quay in London suggests, trade from these empires and the tariffs imposed on it were expected to generate revenue for the home country. But behind many of the goods carried in the great sailing ships in the harbor and landed on these docks lay the labor of African slaves working on the plantations of North and South America. 

The Silver Mines of Potosí. The Spanish had discovered precious metals in their South American Empire early in the sixteenth century; the mines provided Spain with a vast treasure in silver until the eighteenth century. The silver mines of Potosí were worked by conscripted Indian laborers under extremely harsh conditions (note the head impaled on a stake in the foreground).  
This eighteenth-century print shows bound African captives being forced to a slaving port. It was largely African middlemen who captured slaves in the interior and marched them to the coast. 

Sugar was both raised and processed on plantations such as this one in Brazil. 

The production of sugar from the cane occurred in structures near the sugarcane fields themselves. Note the aqueducts carrying water to power some machinery. 

Raw sugarcane from the nearby fields was placed between the vertical crushers to extract juice to be distilled into sugar crystals elsewhere on the plantation in cauldrons over fires.
The Slave Ship Brookes.  This print records the main decks of the 320-ton slave ship Brookes.

Slaves on the plantations of the American South were the chattel property of their masters, and their lives were grim. Some artists sought to disguise this harsh reality by depicting the lighter moments of slave society as in this scene of slaves dancing. 

Maria Theresa of Austria provided the leadership that saved the Habsburg Empire from possible disintegration after the Prussian invasion of Silesia in 1740. 

This scene, painted by artist Edward Penny, shows Robert Clive receiving a sum of money from Siraj-ud-daulah, the Mughal Nawab of Bengal, for injured officers and soldiers at Plassey. Clive’s victory in 1757 at the Battle of Plassey brought English domination of the Indian subcontinent for almost two centuries. Clive had won the battle largely through bribing many of the Nawab’s troops and potential allies. 

Many Americans fiercely objected to the British Parliament’s attempts to tax the colonies. This print of a British tax collector being tarred and feathered warned officials of what could happen to them if they tried to collect these taxes. 

“Wilkes and Liberty” was a popular slogan among political radicals in England long after Wilkes’ 1763 arrest for seditious libel. In this 1771 mezzotint, “The City Chanters,” women sell ballads in front of the Fleet prison; one of the sheets is labeled “An Irregular Ode to Wilkes & Liberty.” Wilkes’ widespread popularity among the “middling and inferior set of people, who stand most in need of protection,” as he referred to his constituency, contributed to the ruling elites’ anxieties.  
Nothing so destroyed the life of the Native Americans whom the Spanish encountered as the introduction of smallpox. With no immune defenses to this new disease, millions of Native Americans died of smallpox during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

Within one year of Columbus’s encounter with the Americas, the event had been captured in this woodcut (c. 1493). Columbus’s several voyages, and those of later Europeans as well, introduced not only European warfare but also began a vast ecological exchange of plants, animals, and diseases between the Old and New Worlds.

Maps 

Map 8–1 VICEROYALTIES IN LATIN AMERICA IN 1780.  The late eighteenth-century viceroyalties in Latin America display the effort of the Spanish Bourbon monarchy to establish more direct control of the colonies. They sought this control through the introduction of more royal officials and by establishing more governmental districts.

Map 8–2 THE SLAVE TRADE, 1400–1860.  Slavery is an ancient institution and complex slave-trading routes were in existence in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia for centuries, but it was the need to supply labor for the plantations of the Americas that led to the greatest movement of peoples across the face of the earth.

Map 8–3 NORTH AMERICA IN 1763.  In the year of the victory over France, the English colonies lay along the Atlantic seaboard. The difficulties of organizing authority over the previous French territory in Canada and west of the Appalachian Mountains would contribute to the coming of the American Revolution.

Timelines
CONFLICTS OF THE MID-EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

EVENTS IN BRITAIN AND AMERICA RELATING TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Documents
BUCCANEERS PROWL THE HIGH SEAS

THOMAS PAINE'S "COMMON SENSE"

Encountering the Past
SUGAR ENTERS THE WESTERN DIET

1) How did the colonization of the Americas affect the European demand for sugar?

2) Why did sugar consumption increase so rapidly in Europe during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?
A Closer Look
A SUGAR PLANTATION IN THE WEST INDIES

1) What do the locations of buildings on the image of the plantation tell you about the expected roles of different people in maintaining sugar plantation life?

2) What is the impression of sugar plantation work that these images are trying to create?

3) From the perspective of a sugar plantation owner, what makes a plantation successful?
Compare and Connect
THE ATLANTIC PASSAGE

1) Who are the various people described in this document who in one way or another were involved in or profited from the slave trade?

 2) What dangers did the Africans face on the voyage?  

3) What contemporary attitudes could have led this captain to treat and think of his human cargo simply as goods to be transported?

 4) How might the publication of the interior compartments of a slave ship have served the cause 
of antislavery? How and why might this illustration of a slave ship have proved more persuasive in rousing antislavery sentiment than a prose description?

 5) How would this illustration and the description of the Atlantic Passage have contrasted with contemporary illustrations and memoirs of victorious naval battles on the high seas?

Web Links

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database
http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/index.faces
Searchable documentation on 35,000 slaving voyages.
Seven Years' War
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_sevenyears.html
A detailed examination of the battles, personalities, and weapons of the Seven Years' War.
The American Revolution and the New Nation: Primary Documents in the Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/NewNation.html
A collection of primary sources related to the American Revolution held by the Library of Congress.
Trade Products in Early Modern History

www.bell.lib.umn.edu/Products/Products.html
A site describing the new products introduced to Europe during the period of global expansion.

MyHistoryLab Media Assignments
Find these resources in the Media Assignments folder for Chapter 8 on MyHistoryLab.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS
1. Why were plantations organized in this way, with the sugar refining, fields, and dwellings at the same site?


Section: Black African Slavery, the Plantation System, and the Atlantic Economy

View the Closer Look A Sugar Plantation in the West Indies

2. What are the principles on which this author defends the slave trade?


Section: Black African Slavery, the Plantation System, and the Atlantic Economy

Read the Document “A Defense of the Slave Trade,” July 1740

3. After watching this video, what do you think was most important in the spread of revolutions from one side of the Atlantic to the other?


Section: The American Revolution and Europe

Watch the Video Revolutions in the Atlantic World

4. How did ideas enunciated in the English Civil War influence American political rhetoric?


Section: The American Revolution and Europe

Read the Document The Declaration of Independence (1776)
 5. For Colbert, what was the relationship between mercantilism and colonization?


Section: Mercantile Empires

Read the Document Jean Baptiste Colbert, “Mercantilism: Dissertation on Alliances”

OTHER RESOURCES FROM THIS CHAPTER
Periods of European Overseas Empires

Watch the Video The Origins of Modern Imperialism and Colonialism

The Spanish Colonial System

View the Map European Global Empires, 1600–1800

Black African Slavery, the Plantation System, and the Atlantic Economy


Watch the Video Piracy
Watch the Video Author Video Podcast: From Triangular Trade to an Atlantic System: Rethinking the Links That Created the Atlantic World


View the Image Sugar Plantation, Brazil


View the Map Map Discovery: Atlantic Slave Trade, ca. 1600–1650


Read the Compare and Connect The Atlantic Passage

Mid-Eighteenth-Century Wars

View the Map Map Discovery: The Seven Years War

View the Map Map Discovery: British Possessions in North America and the Caribbean After the Treaty of Paris

The American Revolution and Europe

View the Image 1765 Stamp Act Protest


View the Image Boston Harbor

Format of your Data sheet

1. Your Topic



2. Learning Objective

3. Notes outline (space for students to fill in) (See Notes outline and LECTURE TOPICS)

4. Discussion question (s) (Call students to think, respond and write)

5. HIPPO one primary or secondary source ( See MYHISTORYLAB media assignment)

6. Create one thematic short Q&A ( assign as homework)

You are graded on – (5 points each = 25 points)

1. Careful planning (all the above 6 )

2. Data sheet ( 1 through 3)

3. Presentation with discussion (4)

4. Analysis of Primary /Secondary Source with class (5)

5. Thematic short Q&A

Sample of writing a thematic short Q&A

[image: image1.png]Colonial demarcation lines between
Castille/Spain and Portugal
in the 15th and 16th Centuries
Line of Pope Alexander VI
(Bull inter Caetera, 1493)
= Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)
= Trealy of Saragossa (1529)





1.) During the Age of Exploration, Spain and Portugal were competing for territories and global trade. 

A.) Provide at least ONE specific piece of evidence that demonstrate a similarity in Spanish and Portuguese interests in the New World
B.) Provide at least TWO specific pieces of evidence that demonstrate differences between Spanish and Portuguese experiences in the New World
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2) The Columbian Exchange

A.) Explain TWO specific ways that the Columbian Exchange broke from previous economic practices after the discovery of the New World
B.) Explain ONE specific way that the Columbian Exchange continued economic practices after the discovery of the New World
Christopher Columbus reports on his first voyage to Queen Isabella 1493

In the island, which I have said before was called Hispana, there are very lofty and beautiful mountains, great farms, groves and fields, most fertile both for cultivation and for pasturage, and well adapted for constructing buildings. The convenience of the harbors in this island, and the excellence of the rivers, in volume and salubrity, surpass human belief, unless on should see them. In it the trees, pasture-lands and fruits different much from those of Juana. Besides, this Hispana abounds in various kinds of species, gold and metals. The inhabitants . . . are all, as I said before, unprovided with any sort of iron, and they are destitute of arms, which are entirely unknown to them, and for which they are not adapted; not on account of any bodily deformity, for they are well made, but because they are timid and full of terror. . . . But when they see that they are safe, and all fear is banished, they are very guileless and honest, and very liberal of all they have. No one refuses the asker anything that he possesses; on the contrary they themselves invite us to ask for it. They manifest the greatest affection towards all of us, exchanging valuable things for trifles, content with the very least thing or nothing at all. . . . I gave them many beautiful and pleasing things, which I had brought with me, for no return whatever, in order to win their affection, and that they might become Christians and inclined to love our King and Queen and Princes and all the people of Spain; and that they might be eager to search for and gather and give to us what they abound in and we greatly need.
3. Based on the quote and your understanding of European History, please answer the following:
A. Explain TWO specific ways Columbus’s interactions set a precedent for future European interactions with the Indigenous populations of the New World
B. Explain ONE specific way Columbus’s report to Queen Isabella is a misinterpretation or misrepresentation of his interactions with the Natives.
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