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AWARENESS
Clearing for agricultural needs and for heat was a necessity for long-
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term survival in Roman times, though there is a debate as to whether the
Romans understood the implications of deforestation. Forests were also
under government regulations and protected for future resources.

Unfortunately, these attempts may have been too little too late.
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FLOODING
Erosion accelerated up to twentyfold in the 3rd century,
creating unusable marshlands, which spread diseases such
as malaria. Rains washed away the unprotected earth

CAUSES
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CONSEQUENCES

and greatly altered coastlines, in some cases, pushing them

manv miles farther out ta sea
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SOIL
With an increased demand for resources and food, constant
pressure was put upon the land and soil to provide food
for a growing economy. Regular clearing and plowing
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exhausted existing soil, which eventually became infertile

THE ROMAN EMPIRE WAS THE LEADING SOURCE FOR DEFORESTATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD IN THE CLASSICAL ERA.
spread methods of agricultural and economic development which encouraged the clearing of forested land. The spread of Roman practices had unintended

Whereas the Mediterranean was largely "prehistoric™ in 1000 BC, it was definitely "historic” by 500 AD. Roman geographical and populat
devastating effects on the environment.
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