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STANDARDS PLUS ™ –World History



	Content Cluster: Effects of World War I
	 Focus: Effects of Peace Treaties

	
	



Standard: California History/Social Science Content Standards 10.6.2: Describe the effects of the war and resulting peace treaties on population movement, the international economy, and shifts in the geographic and political borders of Europe and the Middle East.
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Lesson # 4


Instruction: The new boundaries that were created after World War I create political, economic, and social struggles within a newly formed Europe. 





Directions: Look at the maps carefully and read the paragraph that follows before answering the questions below.
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The Treaty of Versailles set in motion major shifts in Europe. Economically, it was disastrous in a few ways. First, Germany was required to pay war reparations or debt to the allies at about $33 billion dollars over 30 years. Secondly, the next great economic disaster occurred when Austria-Hungary was divided up. Now raw materials were separated from manufacturing areas and producers from their markets by new boundaries and high tariffs or taxes on imported goods. Socially, new boundaries would separate people groups and create arbitrary borders. Seven new nations contained the seeds of future problems. Poland, carved out of Russia and Germany, now had unhappy Germans and Ukrainians forced into its borders. Czechoslovakia was a collection of nationalities known as Czechs, Slovaks, and Ruthenians that found it difficult to live together. It also included several million Germans, Poles and Magyars that were carved out of their former nations. Thirdly, the Balkan region, in an attempt to simplify national borders was reshaped. Southern Slavs were pushed into the Kingdom of Serbia along with Croats and Slovenes to make Yugoslavia. Politically, the Treaty of Versailles was a terrible failure that did not deal with the reality of new world politics. Germany and Russia would inevitably play an important part in European affairs, yet they were excluded from the settlement and from the League of Nations. The treaty did not provide for the enforcement of world peace and lacked real support from Great Britain and the United States, which failed to join. Lastly, the seven new states that were created were done so to be a barrier to both German militarism and the spread of communist Russia in the east. But all these countries had weak economies and actually relied on France or Britain to aid them militarily.�
�



What country had to pay debts to the allies that totaled $33 billion dollars? __________________





How many different ethnic groups were pushed together to form Czechoslovakia? ____________





In 1914 which country was the largest in southern Europe? ______________________________





Name the seven new countries created after the war. ____________________________________
































