
Analyzing Imperial Motives 
 

Directions: 
1. Read each of the imperial reasons or motives for building empires through colonization.  
Next to each one place a simple drawing which symbolizes that motive. 

2. Look at each picture placed around the room.  Fill the box marked “Describe What You See” 
with notes about this picture. 

3. In the space marked “Symbol of motive(s)” place the symbol you drew for however many 
motives you see depicted here. 

4. In the space marked “Why You Choose This Motive(s)” write why you think the motives you 
marked down match this picture. 
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Placard A 

 

Open-shaft diamond mining at Kimberley, South Africa, in 1872 



Placard B 

 

A Methodist Sunday School at Guiongua, Angola, in 1925 



Placard C 

 

Germans taking possession of Cameroon in 1881 



Placard D 

 

Quote from explorer Henry Stanley in 1882 



Placard E 

 

Africans bringing ivory to the wagons in South Africa, c. 1860 



Placard F 

 

Sketch map of Central Africa, showing Dr. Livingstone's exploration 



Placard G 

 

An advertisement for Pears' Soap from the 1890s, and one stanza 

of the British poet Rudyard Kipling's poem, The White Man's 

Burden, written in 1899 



Placard H 

 

Mrs. Maria C. Douglas, doctor and missionary, and the first class of pupil 

nurses in Burma, in 1888 



Placard I 

 
British cartoon showing the Chinese being savaged by 

European powers, and the poem The Partition of China, 

1897 
 



Placard J 

 
Bagged groundnuts in pyramid stacks in West Africa 



Placard K 

 
French capture of the citadel of Saigon, Vietnam 

 



Placard L 

 

British Lipton Tea advertisement in the 1890s



Placard M 

 
British cartoon "The Rhodes Colossus," showing Cecil Rhodes' 

vision of making Africa "all British from Cape to Cairo," 1892 

 



Placard N 

 
Epitaph and quote from missionary and explorer David 

Livingstone.  The epitaph reads: 
Brought by faithful hands over land and sea, Here rests David Livingstone, Missionary, 

Traveller, Philanthropist.  Born March 19, 1813, at Blantyre, Lanarkshire. Died May 1, 

1873, at Chitambo's Village, UIala. For 30 years his life was spent in an unwearied effort 

to evangelize the native races, to explore the undiscovered secrets, to abolish the 

desolating slave trade, of Central Africa, where with his last words he wrote, "AlI I can 

add in my solitude, is, May the Heaven's rich blessing come down on everyone, 

American, English, or Turk, who will help to heal this open sore of the world." 

 



Placard O 

 

An imperial yacht passing through the Suez Canal in Egypt at the 

opening of the canal in 1870 
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