	STANDARDS PLUS ™ –World History



	Content Cluster: Effects of World War I
	     Focus: U.S. Rejection of The League of 

                 Nations



Standard: California History/Social Science Content Standard 10.6.1: Analyze the aims and negotiating roles of world leaders, the terms and influence of the Treaty of Versailles and Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points, and the causes and effects of the United States' rejection of the League of Nations on world politics.

                                 Lesson # 3


Instruction: Woodrow Wilson hoped that his League of Nations would forever end the need for war. Unfortunately, the U.S. Senate feared that involvement in the League of Nations would do just the opposite - "entangle" America in foreign wars. This lesson will help you analyze the causes and effects of the U.S. Senate's rejection of the League of Nations. 





Directions: Use the information found in the charts to answer the questions below.





Purpose of the League of Nations


• To promote international co-operation and to achieve international peace and security by the 


  acceptance of obligations not to resort to war.


• Encourage open, just, and honorable relations between nations.


• Establish international law as the actual rule of conduct among governments.


• Maintain justice and respect for all treaty obligations. -League of Nations Charter�
�
Cause of U.S. Rejection �
Effect of U.S. Rejection�
�
• Congress was unwilling to get involved in 


  controversies between nations and foreign 


  wars. They thought this was the best way to


   maintain peace between the U.S and foreign


   nations. 


• The United States exited World War I 


  financially strong. The Senate was unwilling 


  to have an outside body control the assets of 


  the United States.


• Joining the League would reduce U.S. self-


  determination - many provisions violated the


  U.S. Constitution.


• The Senate was unwilling to turn over 


  control regarding the size of the U.S. 


  military or place limitations on armaments.�
•  U.S. tried to retreat to its isolationist standing


   before the war, but because of its standing as a


   world power was unable to remain out of 


   world controversies for long.  


•  League members did not trust the U.S. or its 


    foreign policy intentions.


•  The U.S. was unwilling to help finance the  


    League of Nations or their projects after the 


    war. 


•  The League of Nations' power was reduced, 


    making it a weak organization.


•  Without U.S. military support, the League 


    was unable to take action to resolve


    problems between nations.�
�






Why was the League of Nations created?  _________________________________________





Why was the U.S. Senate unwilling to get involved in controversies between nations?


___________________________________________________________________________





List three effects on world politics caused by the U.S. rejections of the League of Nations:


___________________________________________________________________________














