Notes on Shaka Zulu

Shaka Zulu is a mini-series which chronicles the life of the Zulu warrior chief Shaka (also spelled Chaka).  In 1823, warriors from the Zulu Empire headed by Shaka, a brilliant but ruthless military strategist, begin to encroach on the outskirts of the colonial South African colony of Capetown, South Africa. In desperation, Capetown's Governor requests assistance from King George IV of Great Britain to bolster their tenuous position, but the British have no more resources to send. Instead, a volunteer cadre of mercenaries, explorers, and professionals are recruited and sent to Zululand to try to make contact with Shaka and assess the real threat of his storied army.
Part 1

1. What does the Zulu king want from Queen Victoria?

______________________________________________________2. How is Shaka Zulu described to Queen Victoria?

______________________________________________________3. How does Queen Victoria feel about Shaka Zulu?
______________________________________________________4. What had Shaka done with immediate surrounding tribes?

___________________________5. What is the British Governor’s (Sir Charles Summerset) warning about Shaka’s growing empire?

______________________________________________________6. Why does Lord Charles Bathurst believe they can frighten Shaka?

______________________________________________________7. According the Lieutenant Farewell what are the problems with contacting Shaka?

______________________________________________________8. How does Lieutenant Farewell disagree with Bathurst’s idea of scaring Shaka?

______________________________________________________9. What do the reports tell Governor Summerset?

______________________________________________________10. What is the reward Lieutenant Farewell wants from the expedition to meet Shaka?
___________________________ 

11. What does Governor Summerset think of Lieutenant Farewell’s plan to met Shaka?
______________________________________________________12. What does Lieutenant Farewell believe is the true Christian message?

______________________________________________________13. What does Mr. Fector want from Farwell?

___________________________14. What happens when Lieutenant Farewell mention’s Shaka’s name in the slave prison?

___________________________15. How does Doctor Finn describe the prisoners?
______________________________________________________16. Why does Zacharias Abrahams want to go on the expedition?
______________________________________________________17. What happens to Lieutenant Farewell’s expedition?

___________________________18. What does Lieutenant Farewell tell his men to do when the Zulu warriors approach?

___________________________19. How the Zulus respond to seeing the white men?

______________________________________________________20. What happens when Mr. Fector communicates with the Zulu warriors in Zulu?
___________________________
Part 2

21. What form of communication does Piet Fector show Shaka?
___________________________22. What position does Shaka give Piet?

___________________________

23. What does Shaka want the whites to understand before he sees them?

______________________________________________________24. What was Shaka’s reason for having the Europeans traveling throughout the entire Zulu kingdom before actually meeting him?

______________________________________________________25. What ceremony does Doctor Finn interfere in?  What is the danger in his interference?

______________________________________________________26. What do the people think Doctor Finn has done to the girl?
___________________________
27. What does the witchdoctor warn Shaka about?

______________________________________________________28. Why do Shaka’s advisors warn Shaka not to meet the Europeans?  What are their concerns?
______________________________________________________

29. What is Shaka interested in when the Europeans arrive at Kwa Bulawayo?
___________________________30. When the Europeans are putting on their demonstration (a hoarse race), how do ones left behind react?

______________________________________________________31.  What is Doctor Finn’s reaction when Shaka first arrives?

______________________________________________________32.  How does Shaka react to the gift from the Europeans? 
___________________________33. What is Shaka’s reaction to Dr. Finn’s glasses?
___________________________34. What’s Shaka’s reaction when he sees the mirror?

___________________________35. What point is Shaka making with the girl that Doctor Finn helped?
______________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:  Look back on the Gallery Walk of Motives for European Imperialism.  Which of the motives from the gallery walk did you see depicted in these episodes from Shaka Zulu?  Explain by giving examples from the video.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
