
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Post-Classical Cartography  

 

 

600-1450 

LABEL THE FOLLOWING ON THE MAP BELOW.  THIS IS YOUR GUIDE TO THE POST-CLASSICAL ERA. 

      

ONE-THIRD of the POST CLASSICAL ERA is devoted to EXPANSION of the existing TRADE NETWORKs. 

  NEW TRADE CITIES 

 Novgorod 
 

 Timbuktu 
 

 Hangzhou 
 

 Calicut 
 

 Baghdad 

 

 Melaka 
 

 Venice 
 

 Tenochtitlan 
 

 Cahokia 

  EXISTING TRADE ROUTES 
 

 SILK ROAD 

 MEDITERR. 

 TRANS- 

SAHARAN 

 INDIAN 

OCEAN 

  NEW TRADE ROUTES 

 MESO-

AMERICAN 

 ANDES 

 

LUXURY GOODS 
 

 SILK  

 TEXTILES 

 PORCELAIN 

 SPICES 

 

CARAVAN ORG. 

 CAMEL 

SADDLES 
 CARAVANSERAI 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 COMPASS 

 ASTROLABE 

 *LARGER 

SHIPS 

COMMERCIAL GROWTH 

 *Bills of 

Exchange 

 *Credit 

 *Banks 

 
STATE  

SPONSORED  

COMMERCE 

 *Coins 

 *Paper $$$ 

 Grand Canal 

 Hanseatic 

League 

TRADE EMPIRES 

 China 

 Byzantine 

 Caliphates 

 Mongols 
 

LONG DISTANCE 

TRADERS 

 Vikings 

 Arabs 

 Berbers 

 C. Asian 

CROSS-CULTURAL EXCHANGES 

 Bantu Migrations 

 Polynesian 

Migrations 

 Spread of: 

o Turkic Lang. 

o Arabic Lang. 
 

TRAVELERS  

 Ibn Battuta 

 Marco Polo 

 Xuanzong 

DIFFUSION OF: 
 CROPS 
o Bananas 

 In Dar-al-

Islam 
o *Cotton 

o *Sugar 

o *Spices  
 PATHOGENS 

o BLACK 

DEATH 

 IDEAS 

o Math 

o Printing 

o Gunpowder 

* indicates ideas/transactions/etc. that need not be cartographed.  These things are more-or-less going on in many different regions throughout the period. 
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