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STANDARDS PLUS ™ –World History



	Content Cluster: World War I 
	          Focus: Principle Theaters of Battle



Standard: California History/Social Science Content Standard 10.5.2: Examine the principle theaters of battle, major turning points, and the importance of geographic factors in military decisions and outcomes.
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Lesson # 3


Instruction: World War I was fought on many fronts but the two most famous were the Western Front and the Eastern Front in Europe. Here new weapons and strategies would open the door to modern war.


Directions: Read the two charts then answer the questions below.





          �                 �				


Western Front


• 475 miles long and 50 miles wide.


• Trench warfare exists along entire front.


• Trenches were up to 12 feet deep.


• Battlefront was in the forest, mountains,  


  swamps, and flatlands


• Poison gas and tanks were used for the first 


  time on Western Front.


• Major fighters are France, Britain against 


  Germany (U.S. comes into war later here).


• War starts here and ends here.


• After the first month of the war Germany 


  was within 50 miles of Paris. They were 


  then pushed back and the front line of the 


  Western Front. Soon a stalemate caused 


  both side to not move. To avoid being 


  blasted on the battle field, both sides dug 


  trenches and never moved more than 6 


  miles for over 3 years.�
Eastern Front


• 1200 miles long and 15 miles wide.


• Trench warfare was very small.�• Trenches were shallow and not occupied 


  long because there was much greater 


  movement than on the Western Front.


• Battlefront was almost entirely in open 


  plains.�• Horses were still widely used.�• Major fighters were Russia against Austria


  and Germany.�• Russians sent 25% of their troops into 


  battle without weapons.


• Russian Revolution puts Vladimir Lenin in 


  power in Russia. Lenin takes Russia out of 


  the war after signing the Treaty of Brest-


  Litovsk.


• Eastern Front ceases to exist after 1917.�
�



Why aren't trenches used as much on the Eastern Front?





Which front used more “modern” technology?





Name one of the reasons why the Russians were losing on the Eastern Front?





Why were trenches used on the Western Front? 



































