
SAMPLE	  MULTIPLE	  CHOICE	  
QUESTIONS	  

FOUNDATIONS	  UNIT	  
(8000	  BCE	  –	  600	  CE)	  



Which	  of	  the	  following	  is	  NOT	  true	  of	  the	  ancient	  	  
pyramids?	  

A) 	  	  They	  were	  built	  by	  slaves	  and	  corvee	  labor	  

B) 	  	  They	  served	  as	  tombs	  for	  pharaoh	  

C)  Their	  structure	  indicates	  a	  knowledge-‐based	  	  
	  relaRonship	  with	  ancient	  China	  

D)	  They	  are	  reflecRve	  of	  advanced	  geometric	  knowledge	  
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Which	  choice	  best	  characterizes	  the	  relaRonship	  	  
between	  early	  civilizaRons	  and	  wriRng?	  

A) 	  	  WriRng	  permiUed	  record-‐keeping	  for	  trade	  
and	  governments	  

B) 	  	  WriRng	  was	  more	  important	  to	  the	  development	  
	  	  	  of	  civilizaRon	  than	  sedentary	  agriculture	  

C)  Most	  civilizaRons	  developed	  without	  wriRng	  	  
	  systems	  

D)	  	  No	  significant	  civilizaRon	  developed	  without	  a	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  system	  of	  wriRng	  
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Based	  on	  available	  knowledge,	  which	  of	  the	  following	  
Was	  NOT	  a	  part	  of	  Homo	  Erectus’	  world?	  

A) 	  	  Tool	  making	  

B) 	  	  Language	  

C)  HunRng	  

D)	  	  Agriculture	  
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The	  geographic	  factors	  presented	  here	  led	  to	  the	  
Development	  of	  which	  highly	  complex	  and	  disRncRve	  
CivilizaRon	  by	  the	  year	  600	  CE?	  
• FerRle	  river	  valleys	  
• IsolaRng	  mountain	  ranges	  
• Dependable	  monsoon	  weather	  paUerns	  

A) 	  	  Indian	  
B) 	  	  Mayan	  

C)  Sumerian	  

D)	  	  Greek	  
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Which	  lasRng	  paUern	  in	  the	  history	  of	  the	  subconRnent	  
can	  we	  trace	  to	  the	  period	  of	  the	  Maurya	  and	  Gupta	  
Empires	  in	  India?	  
A) 	  	  Strong	  sponsorship	  or	  Hindu	  beliefs	  

B) 	  	  Invasion	  and	  rule	  by	  nomadic	  invaders	  

C)  Difficulty	  in	  maintaining	  centralized	  imperial	  rule	  

D)  Long	  and	  generally	  unbroken	  eras	  of	  centralized	  
	  	  	  	   	  imperial	  rule	  
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Confucian	  thought	  falls	  most	  neatly	  into	  which	  of	  the	  
following	  categories?	  

A) 	  	  ConservaRve	  poliRcal	  philosophy	  aiming	  to	  preserve	  
	  	  	  a	  hierarchical	  status	  quo	  

B) 	  	  PropheRc	  millennial	  ideology	  preparing	  the	  masses	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  for	  an	  impending	  judgment	  day	  
C)  Spiritual	  guide	  to	  gaining	  salvaRon	  for	  the	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  individual’s	  eternal	  soul	  

D)  RevoluRonary	  ideology	  aimed	  at	  dismantling	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  social	  hierarchy	  
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Which	  of	  the	  following	  best	  describes	  how	  Chinese	  	  
Imperial	  elites	  viewed	  their	  civilizaRon	  in	  relaRon	  to	  
the	  rest	  of	  the	  world?	  
A) 	  	  China	  was	  a	  unique	  and	  superior	  civilizaRon	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  surrounded	  by	  barbarians	  of	  one	  sort	  or	  another	  
B) 	  	  China	  was	  one	  member	  of	  a	  peer	  group	  of	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  advanced	  civilizaRons	  
C)  China	  was	  a	  rising	  civilizaRon	  learning	  from	  and	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  preparing	  to	  overtake	  exisRng	  world	  powers	  

D)  China	  was	  a	  great	  civilizaRon	  trapped	  in	  an	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  irreversible	  decline	  due	  to	  nomadic	  invasion	  and	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  inability	  to	  support	  massive	  populaRon	  growth	  
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Confucianism	  differed	  from	  Hinduism	  in	  that	  

A) 	  	  Confucianism	  held	  women	  as	  subordinate	  to	  men	  

B) 	  	  Confucianism	  detailed	  the	  levels	  of	  social	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  hierarchy	  in	  more	  specific	  terms	  
C)  Confucianism	  more	  clearly	  outlined	  guidelines	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  for	  behavior	  

D)  Confucianism	  emphasized	  earthly	  obligaRons	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  without	  regard	  to	  concerns	  relaRng	  to	  a`erlife	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  and	  rebirth	  
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Which	  is	  the	  closest	  similarity	  between	  the	  	  
Roman	  Empire	  and	  the	  Han	  dynasty	  of	  ancient	  China?	  

A) 	  	  Both	  aimed	  for	  and	  experienced	  long	  periods	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  of	  isolaRonism	  in	  world	  affairs	  
B) 	  	  	  Both	  created	  a	  government	  run	  by	  elected	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  officials	  known	  as	  senators	  
C)  Both	  achieved	  long	  periods	  of	  centralized	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  government	  and	  expanding	  economies	  

D)  Both	  afforded	  women	  equal	  opportuniRes	  to	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  wield	  poliRcal	  power	  as	  men	  
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One	  major	  difference	  between	  the	  fall	  of	  the	  Roman	  
Empire	  and	  the	  fall	  of	  the	  Han	  dynasty	  in	  China	  was	  

A) 	  	  dynasRc	  China	  would	  return	  to	  equal	  and	  even	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  greater	  prominence	  
B) 	  	  the	  Roman	  Empire	  le`	  liUle	  basis	  for	  subsequent	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  developments	  in	  Western	  civilizaRons	  
C)  the	  Roman	  Empire	  collapsed	  due	  to	  mulRple	  causes	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  while	  Han	  China	  fell	  to	  peasant	  unrest	  alone	  

D)  Han	  China	  adopted	  a	  new	  state	  religion	  in	  its	  later	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  phase	  while	  the	  Roman	  Empire	  did	  not	  
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