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1. A good response to this comparative question would note that,
overall, the influx of silver from Spain’s New World colonies into the
world economy had a very similar impact in the Ottoman and Safavid
Empires of the Middle East. In both territories, the inflationary crisis
came at a time of transition, when the rising sea-based empires of
Europe began to wield power that the Middle Eastern Muslims found
threatening. In response, the Ottomans and Safavids attempted to
reform their militaries, which necessitated far-ranging changes in
their social and economic structures as well—reducing the power of
the traditional landholding cavalrymen, boosting the numbers of foot
soldiers using guns and other modern weapons and tactics, and
levying new taxes to fund their militaries and imperial governments.
However, the internal unrest fostered by these changes played out
differently in the two empires: the Safavid Empire was torn apart fairly
abruptly by the resistance of nomadic chieftains followed by the
overthrow of the shah by a group of Afghans; the Ottoman Empire
remained nominally intact until the twentieth century, but it was
forced to grant more and more autonomy to various religious and
ethnic groups within its borders.
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2. Change over time in the Middle East during this period begins with
the death of Timur, whose forces had interrupted the consolidation of
the Ottoman Empire. By the mid-1400s, the Ottomans had eliminated
the once-mighty Byzantine Empire by capturing its capital of
Constantinople, and they continued to add territory around the
Mediterranean to their domain for decades to come. Meanwhile, to the
east, Timur’s death spurred a battle for power among a number of
would-be successors; a young Sufi leader named Ismail emerged to
establish himself as shah of Iran in 1502. Unlike the Ottomans, the
Safavids of Iran battled not to expand beyond their territorial
boundaries, but to establish militant Shi'ism as the religion of the
realm. The Safavid Empire endured as a regional rival to the larger
Ottoman Empire until the mid-1700s, when an economic crisis led to
an overthrow of the shah and a period of instability in Iran that would
last until the twentiéth century. Both the Ottoman Empire and Iran
would face growing challenges for control of their territory by the
rising powers of Europe as this period came to an end. One continuity
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of note during this period is the influence of Islam as a source of law
and unity in both the Ottoman and Safavid Empires; while the Sunni
Ottomans and Shi’ite Safavids were sworn enemies, the leaders of
both followed the Shari’a and interpretive fatwas issued by ulama
(Muslim scholars) in governing their lands.




